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ACUTE ALCOHOL INTOXICATION IN ADOLESCENTS:

FREQUENCYOF RESPIRATORY DEPRESSION
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Limitations

Our study has several limitations. Serum alcohol levels
were not obtained on all of our patients. However,
it has been shown that breath alcohol levels have excel-
lent correlation with blood alcohol levels (35-38).
This held true in our sample. While hypoventilation
was found in a significant proportion of our patients,
our treating physicians did not deem aggressive airway
support clinically necessary based on other patient
parameters. However, this was a small observational
pilot study, and capnography measurements were not
routinely incorporated into clinical decision making.
Similarly, monitoring was not continuous in nature for
this study, and it was not possible to record continuous
data with this device, so the frequency and duration of
these episodes might be underestimated. The need for
more aggressive ventilatory management would require
the evaluation of a larger sample of patients who are
being monitored continuously after staff training in the
interpretation of capnography.
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