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Sivek (2002) conducted a study to assess the influences on ES (environmental sensitivity) in Wisconsin
High School students. ES includes an empathetic or understanding view of the environment. It is characterized
by the individual who refuses to litter in highways and natural areas, conserves natural resources and works to
preserve ecologically important areas (Hungerford, Litherland, Peyton, Ramsey, & Volk, 1992). ES is a
variable that appears to be an important precursor to EL (environmental literacy) which consists of cognitive
and affective attributes that lead individuals towards environmentally responsible behaviors. Indicators of EL
include knowledge and concern about the environment, perception of ability to bring about change, and citizen
action skills and experience. The research involved a two-phase study. Phase 1 employed a qualitative
methodology with a focus group design, while Phase 2 employed a paper survey. Questions for the focus group

interviews were developed according to the methodology suggested by Krueger (1994) who employs the
following sequence:

(1) The opening question introduces the general topic and is factually based;

(2) The introductory question further focuses on the topic and allows participants to reflect on past
experiences;
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