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Review methodology

Selection of articles

Journal articles were sourced from the ABI/Inform Global Proquest academic database.
The aim of the review was to capture a snapshot of the diversity of research being
conducted in the SCM field. Accordingly, all of ABI/Inform Global Proquest’s journals
were included in the search. An initial keyword search for articles containing any of the
terms of the phrase “supply chain management” (limited to citations and abstracts of
periodicals) revealed that there were more than 10,000 articles present in the database.
The key word search was subsequently limited to the exact phrase, “supply chain
management”. This search revealed 3,511 articles (as of July 2003). Control over quality
was achieved by limiting the search to peer-reviewed publications only. With this
additional restriction, the number was reduced to 882. Prefaces, editorial notes, book
reviews and interviews, in addition to any articles from magazines or industry
publications, were excluded from this set, leaving 614 usable articles. A comprehensive
approach would require that all 614 articles be reviewed. This was deemed inefficient.
Instead, statistical methods were used to generate a representative random sample.
To be ninety percent confident of being correct to within * 0.1 of the true proportion of
all articles, a minimum sample size of 61 articles was needed (Berenson and Levine,
1989, p. 327). This sample was increased to 100 to reduce the probability of Type II
error. Full bibliographic details of the 100 articles selected for analysis are shown in the
Appendix in order to make our research processes transparent, and allow independent
assessment of our classification and analysis.
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