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Conclusions

From the national to the local level there is an ambivalent 
attitude to sustainable development and a constant attempt to 
compromise and reinterpret the concept to support the aim of 
economic development. Even those parts of the Department of the 
Environ-ment, Transport and the Regions and English Partner-ships 
responsible for urban regeneration policy have only a limited 
commitment to sustainable develop-ment. The first priority of 
the Liverpool Unitary Development Plan is clearly to tackle the 
city’s econ-omic problems. Although the UDP offers some pro-
tection to local environmental quality, townscape, landscape and 
built heritage, it is much weaker in making a contribution 
towards global sustainability. Whilst Liverpool’s LA21 espouses 
sustainable prin-ciples there is little evidence of them being 
implemented in the regeneration of the Rope Walks area
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