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Money Flows, Water Trickles: Understanding Patterns of

Decentralized Water Provision in Tanzania
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7. CONCLUSION

Decentralized service delivery provides a number of oppor-tunities and challenges to the
governments and citizens in low-and middle-income countries. The challenges are
exacerbated in the context of dominant party rule, as I illustrate with the case of the
Tanzanian water sector. At the national level, polit- ical interference in the allocation of
money to districts is not obvious, with the exception of consistent hometown favorit-
ism. Political factors appear to exert greater influence at the local level. The preceding
analysis suggests that ward council-lors affiliated with the ruling party channel
resources to their core supporters. This serves to not only secure their careers but also
the longevity of the ruling party. As such, Tanzania’s ward councillors appear to be
more accountable to party bosses than to the constituents who elected them. This
pattern of allocation has resulted in leaving many of the neediest com-munities
without access to a vital public service.
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