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DISCUSSION
An applicable classification is based on current knowledge 

regarding the characteristics associated with the course of disease. 
Correct stratification of disease severity is required for comparison of inter-
institutional data, as well as for the development of manage-ment 
strategies and research. This project aimed to be the first multicenter 
nation-wide prospective study specifically designed to validate the new 
classifications of severity in AP and investigate which characteristics 
of the disease are associated with worse outcomes.

As described in previous validation studies on AP classifica-tions, 
both the RAC and DBC were superior to the AC in stratifying the patients 
into homogeneous groups.3,17–30 There were no signifi-cant differences 
between the RAC and DBC.
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