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Conclusions

Our results show that the recent Urmia Lake degradation was probably caused 
by reductions in river inflow  i n t o t h e l a k e d u e t o a  combination of changes 
in the climate and water resources develop-ment. Climate change was the main 
contributor to this inflow reduc-tion. However, water resources development, 
particularly water use for irrigation, has played a substantial role as well. The 
results of this study show that urgent action is needed to rehabilitate and preserve 
the Urmia Lake. This urgent action should include both international action to 
mitigate climate change impact, and national action to im-prove water 
management, in particular to lower the consumptive water use for irrigation. It 
is also recommended that further studies are conducted for increasing our 
understanding on environmental flow requirement, the effect of the changing 
lake geomorphology, and the effect of groundwater extraction, as these can 
importantly contribute to finding a realistic solution for the Urmia Lake socio-
environmental disaster.
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