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ICT4D research: reflections on history and future agenda
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7. Conclusions

The purpose of this paper as set out in the Introduction section was to “take stock” of
ICT4D research at this important juncture, where ICTs are pervasive and many disciplines
are involved in researching the role of ICTs for development. Some achievements of the
ICT4D field were identified through the brief history presented earlier, and future pro-
spects and challenges have been discussed, including topic selection, the role of
theory, methodology and multidisciplinarity, and research impact. It is hoped that the
paper will provide a useful reference point for both established ICT4D researchers and
those relatively new to the area. | will end the paper by a few personal remarks
about the ICT4D research field and its importance, and a brief comment to IS researchers
in particular.
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