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A Method of Phenomenological Interviewing
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Conclusion

The approach to phenomenological interviewing outlined
in this article is built on the phenomenological theory of
Husserl (1970). Its focus is one of accurately describing
and thematizing experience in a systematic way. It uses
themes of contextualizing experience, apprehending the
phenomenon, and clarification of the phenomenon.
Questioning requires the use of descriptive and structural
questions along with the novel use of imaginative varia-
tion for descriptive adequacy. Phenomenology is com-
plex and its research approach has much variety, which
unfortunately allows for obfuscation and methodological
criticism. My proposed interview structure offers an
explicit, theoretically based approach for researchers. It
enables application of phenomenology as a total method
for research, which in turn adds to clarity and is not
focused only on data analysis. This method blends gen-
eral qualitative interview techniques and phenomenologi-
cal methods to provide an alternative approach to
phenomenological interviewing. Its aim is to provide an
explicitly phenomenological influence to interviewing.
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