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Conclusion

As per the themes discussed in this essay, attentiveness to institutional context is
integral to assessing which institutional configurations produce what policy results
and how (Ostrom et al., 2014). Yet, institutions are not everything (Young, 2002).
Rather, even when institutions do not leave “gaps” or “contingencies” that permit

the exercise of agency (Ostrom, 1990; Streeck & Thelen, 2005), institutions rarely pro-
hibit discourse outright. Consequently, institutions may be discursively navigated in
order to subvert or sustain the policy status quo (Schmidt, 2008). However, just as
actor constellations are nested within institutional contexts, institutions and actors
are nested within still larger cultural structures which may maintain or undermine

institutional authority by virtue of the relationship between culture and norms of
appropriate discourse (Titmuss, 1972).
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