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OVERVIEW
The editors - Joseph Baker, Steve Cobley and Jörg Schorer – state that their overarching
purpose is to inform a ‘better’ system for talent identification and development in sport (p.
xviii).  This book is recommended as a text for modules on talent identification and

development in sports science and coaching degrees at both undergraduate and postgraduate
levels.  A starting point for such modules that adopt this book could be the chapter from Ian
Renshaw and his colleagues:

Traditional approaches tend to overemphasize anthropometric and physiological
measures so that potentially talented individuals are initially excluded or de-
selected from programmes, due to limited assessments of talent potential based on
current performance. In this chapter we argue that the focus in sport needs to
eschew early identification of expert athletes towards the development of skilled,
highly adaptive performers. (p. 64)
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