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Conclusion: post-globalization?

In this article, I have sought to make two key arguments. First, I have argued that while the concept 
of soft power has had a substantial influence in thinking about the cultural and communications 
dimensions of international relations, the term itself is over-extended and at risk of becoming a 
synonym for all state-led activities in the international realm that do not involve military force. 
Insofar as the concept of soft power draws upon communication and cultural studies, particularly 
in terms of how it understands cultural influence and the relationship between exposure to ideas 
and cognitive processes, it has generally worked with models derived from the mid-20th century 
mass communications theory. Little consideration is given to contemporary debates about the 
active audience or relational power that derive from cultural studies or to rethinking the transmis-
sion model of communication that once dominated the field, which has been the subject of exten-
sive critique form within communication studies since the 1970s.
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