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Limitations and future directions

Although participants in Study 1 expected that the positions
they chose might be the ones they would occupy at a later date, their
decisions reflected behavioral intentions. Given the costly demands
of brokerage, it may be that attractive people would be less likely
to assume broker roles than our data suggest. However, we are
likely to have underestimated the likelihood of less attractive peo-
ple choosing these roles as well. In that case, we would still find
differences between the two groups, but at lower levels.

Our hypotheses about the links between attractiveness and
network structure were rooted in psychological research on attrac-
tiveness, showing that better looking people differ from their peers
when it comes to their self-perceptions, their social skills, and their
behavior. Whereas we documented the link we hypothesized, we
did not test its explanatory mechanisms. And while we controlled
some alternative explanations, our data cannot account for all of
them. What our data allow us to say is that there is a link between
attractiveness and network features and in ways that psycholog-
ical theory would predict. And these network features—namely,
network brokerage—have long been linked to a wide variety of pro-
fessional and material rewards. We must leave it to other datasets
to uncover whether the mechanisms established elsewhere are at
work here.
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