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Relational phenomena 
This gradual expansion of our understanding of the senses, their functioning and 
interactions, and the consequent changes in our understanding of experience, 
reminds me of the problem of localizing human consciousness. In his book Out 
of Our Heads: Why You Are Not Your Brains, and Other Lessons from the Biology 
of Consciousness (Noë 2009), Alva Noë argues that scientists have not 
succeeded in localizing human consciousness, because they have been 
searching its location in a wrong place – inside the brain. In Noë’s view – and I 
believe he is right – consciousness cannot be localized at all, because it is not a 
thing, but a relational phenomenon emerging between the human mind and the 
world. 
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