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3. CONSIOUSNESS

The experience of architecture must be understood in the context of consciousness, which in turn 
relies on the internal construction and the interaction between the individual and the object/
environment (Eberhard, 2009). Consciousness begins as a feeling which arises when we see, hear 
or touch an object that is associated with personal images (Eberhard, 2009, p. 123). The concept of 
consciousness goes back to the French philosopher Descartes who in 1637 stated: Cogito ergo sum: 
“I think, therefore I am” or “I think, therefore I exist.” The statement recognizes the centrality of 
ontology (what is) and epistemology (what and how we know) in consciousness. 
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