o \Ye JT< CJ'J—.'I

63g-Ll> gLaULS a5 g 49

L dlie ayld Olgis

Cumaz 3l B ulid Cumaz

s Alie endSS Olgie

Demography beyond the population
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Opportunities and challenges in the special
feature

Extending the reach of demography involves both opportuni-
ties and challenges. Here, we briefly highlight the contributing
articles within a broader narrative explicitly structured around
these opportunities and challenges. We begin by considering
the concept of the ‘trait” and how it represents a key interface
between biology and modelling. We argue that linking traits

to their demographic consequences ca..n provide a broad plat- ol slo (S39 3 Lo Hle 5 Lo Cooys
form for addressing a range of questions. We then focus on
our fundamental understanding of the drivers of demographic Canwd ol 33 a8l e gl Cood Jeld ulid Coumas Coled 8o dmwsd

variation, which is critical to the broader application of
demography. Several papers also address ways to improve

inference given data complexity and limitations inherent in R . s L.
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many demographic data sets. Finally, we discuss the role of o e o > v >
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ing forecasting in a changing world. .
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