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7. Conclusion

There are a lot of guns in the United States. Estimates of the gun
stock range from 250 million (Cook and Ludwig, 2010) to about
310 million (Krouse, 2012). There are also many additions to the
gun stock each year. In 2015 there were more than 23 million
background checks carried out by federal firearms licensees, and
presumably most of these were related to purchases of new guns.29

The great majority of these gun purchases, as well as those that take
place between private individuals or at gun shows, result in the
acquisition of firearms by law-abiding individuals who use their
weapons responsibly. However, many new and existing guns are
diverted to the illegal market each year. Indeed, the Chicago Police
Department confiscated 6521 illegal guns in 2015, or about one
every 74 min. Baltimore police estimated they confiscated approx-
imately 3500 in the same year.30
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