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2. An emerging third stage alongside an “evaluatory trap”

The empirical basis of this paper builds upon the analysis of ICR literature begun by
Guthrie et al. (2012), expanding the discussion of the third wave of ICR from a critical
perspective. To do so Alvesson and Deetz’s (2000, pp. 17-20) outcomes framework of
critical management research of insight, critique[2] and transformative redefinition is
utilised. Put simply, insight helps develop understanding; critique examines the good
and the bad; while transformative redefinition identifies new skills required to move
forward and assists in the development of discourse about a particular phenomenon.
Thus, in this section the critical management research framework is used to argue that
many IC researchers are stuck in an evaluatory trap (Olson et al., 2001), continuing to
develop second stage, top-down ostensive ICR rather than critical, bottom up, third
stage ICR. Adapting the evaluatory trap argument of Olson et al. (2001) to the concept
of IC it is argued that the continual promotion of second stage ostensive ICR towards
creating economic value, combined with the lack of comprehensive empirical evidence
to support the impact of IC on financial performance and value creation, is generating
a vicious cycle of research attempting to find the ultimate all encompassing framework
for developing IC. Thus the purpose of examining ICR is to critically analyse it has
been utilised especially from the perspective of contrasting ostensive vs performative
approaches to ICR.

http://iranarze.ir/%D8%AC%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%AC%D9%88/
http://iranarze.ir/intellectual+capital+research+critical+examination+third+stage

