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Summary 
The current paper argues that a large part of the everyday aesthetic experience for humans 
involves a behavioral and emotional response to landscape. Since the selection of habitat was 
crucial in our evolutionary history, research on human habitat preference and perception is a vital 
area for the further understanding of evolved aesthetic tastes. The authors focus on landscape 
perception as a feature of evolutionary aesthetics and strengthen the point that human aesthetic 
values are rooted on both social and environmental components. They discuss evolutionary 
theories of habitat preference and compare them with empirical data of studies which were 
conducted in the last 20 years, with a strong emphasis on the most recent studies. The 
discussed papers cover the fields of perception, landscape preference, behavioral and 
physiological reaction to the perceived environment and individual differences in habitat 
preference. The authors examine the gap between the empirical data and the underlying theories 
which initiated the studies in the first place and argue that not all findings are consistent when 
compared on a bigger scale. However, they try to mediate between theory and empirical data 
and conclude with thoughts and future research directions to close the gap in our understanding 
of landscape perception.
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