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6. Summary and Conclusions

McKinsey Global Institute named AM as one of the twelve disruptive technolo-
gies that will transform the business and the global economy by 2025. The busi-
ness world is beginning to understand the potential of AM technologies for 
cost-effective, efficient, and environmentally friendly manufacturing. Almost 
every sector of the industry is riding on the AM opportunity bringing innova-
tions to reality in industries like the automotive, aerospace, and medical. 3D 
printing started, mainly as a means to create prototypes. The recent technologi-
cal advancements and applications of 3D printing suggest that the technology 
has potential to revolutionize many facets of everyday life. For manufacturers, 
AM most useful role may turn out to be more in enhancing supply chain capa-
bilities or innovating across whole sections of those supply chains than in creat-ing 
new products. 
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