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Conclusion

What is a terrorist group? Scholars have increasingly sought in recent years to examine
terrorist groups generally and draw inferences about them. Some of this work has been
qualitative, but many studies are quantitative. This body of research is important, but
raises serious questions about how we define terrorist organizations. Many authors have
never offered an explicit definition, and explicit definitions offered vary substantially.

This article sought to review the literature, noting definitions that exist.
Research usually falls into one of three categories: not using an explicit definition,
using an inclusive definition, or using an exclusive definition. It also pointed to
differences in empirical samples gathered, and suggested that these differences can
lead to substantial differences in conclusions reached about terrorist groups. This
was shown to be the case with research on terrorist group longevity. Additionally,
the use of a non-random sample—such as the FTO list—can further lead to
non-generalizable findings. The article then suggested that a more inclusive defi-
nition of terrorist group offers advantages for a number of reasons. The inclusive
definition is ‘‘a subnational political organization that uses terrorism.’’
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