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Entrepreneurship and regional development in Europe: A

comparative, socio-anthropological case study in Germany and Spain
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Conclusion: Results and ideas for promoting entrepreneurship

in rural regions of Europe

When we first summarised the strictly academic results of our research, we reaffirmed the
necessity of entrepreneur research on rural territories by applying a theoretical model based
on Luhmann and Bourdieu. We assert that the use of a social system or field benefits the
process of conceptualising space in rural development studies. It enables studies to integrate
different lectures of territories by considering cultural, ecological, administrative, and eco-
nomic dimensions. The hdbitus or autopoiesis concepts with respect to entrepreneurial action
force research to maintain a theoretical objectification of institutionalised innovation. This is
because they require both an objective focus on the social positions of subjects within a field
as well as the analysis of the institutional discourse during the process of consolidation. Our
theoretical model conceptualises regional development as social evolution. It therefore fo-
cuses on conflicts over capital within a field as well as new forms of communication that
bring complexity from outside the region to the local social structure.
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