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Vl. APPLlCATlQNS OF THE OXBCARBONS 

Rhodizonic acid and the alkali rhodizonates have long becn usehl in chemical 

analysis, because of the strongly coloured complexes which rhodizonate 

forms with many metal ionsg4*”. The analytical uses of rhodizonates have 

been reviewed by Feigl and Suter 96*96a. Rhodizonate is useful in spot tests 

as well as quantitative determinations for metal ions such as Ba2+, Sr2+, 

Pb2+, with which it forms insolub!e red precipitates. Barium rhodizonate is 

more soluble than barium sulpha te, and adsorbs strongly on the sulphate, 

so rhodizonate can be used as an adsorption indicator in the titrimetric 

determination of sulphate with standard barium solutionsg7. The end-point 

is observed by the change in colour of the precipitated BaSO, from white to 

rose-red, as barium rhodizonate begins to forni. Barium and rhodizonate are 

also used in turbidimetric determination of small amounts of sulphate 

98*98a. Rhodizonate also forms precipitates with rare earth elements, and 

can be used to separate them into subgroups 99*99a-b 
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