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6. Conclusion

The paper investigated the influence of AC financial expertise and 
gender

 
on

 
earnings

 
management

 
using

 
data

 
from

 
a

 
sample

 
of

 
US

 
firms

 
from

 
2007

 
to

 
2013.

 
In

 
line

 
with

 
prior

 
studies

 
(e.g.,

 
Arun

 
et

 al.,
 
2015;

 
Bédard

 
et

 
al.,

 
2004;

 
Gul

 
et

 
al.,

 
2011;

 
Hossain

 
et

 
al.,

 2011;
 
Nekhili

 
et

 
al.,

 
2017;

 
Xie

 
et

 
al.,

 
2003),

 
we

 
showed

 
that

 
financial

 
expertise

 
and

 
gender

 
are

 
effective

 
monitoring

 mechanisms.
 
We

 
then

 
split

 
our

 
sample

 
into

 
female

 
and

 
male

 
financial

 
experts

 
to

 
investigate

 
whether

 
the

 
gender

 
of

 
the

 
financial

 expert
 
matters.

 
The

 
results

 
indicate

 
that

 
the

 
proportion

 
of

 
female

 
experts

 
on

 
the

 
AC

 
significantly

 
reduce

 
earnings

 
management.

 However,
 
we

 
found

 
no

 
evidence

 
of

 
a

 
similar

 
effect

 
from

 
the

 proportion
 
of

 
male

 
experts

 
on

 
the

 
audit

 
committee.
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