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6.Summary,
 
discussion,

 
and

 
directions

 
for

 
future

 
research

The
 
actual

 
practice

 
of

 
standards

 
competition

 
over

 
the

 
last

 
20

 years
 
has

 
often

 
diverged

 
from

 
the

 
stylized

 
model

 
adapted

 
from

 the
 
1980s

 
VCR

 
wars.

 
There

 
are

 
some

 
key

 
opportunities

 
to

 
extend

 our
 
knowledge

 
of

 
de

 
facto

 
standards

 
competition,

 
to

 
determine

 
how

 often
 
the

 
VCR

 
model

 
is

 
applicable,

 
and

 
to

 
identify

 
conditions

 
under

 which
 

new
 

model(s)
 

are
 

most
 

appropriate.
 

At
 

the
 

same
 

time,
 managers

 
making

 
decisions

 
in

 
environments

 
where

 
the

 
VCR

 assumptions
 

are
 

no
 

longer
 

applicable
 

should
 

be
 
most

 
wary

 
of

 making
 
product

 
strategies

 
assuming

 
that

 
the

 
VCR

 
predictions

 
are

 also
 
applicable.
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