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5. Conclusions

This study provides an examination of the circumstances under
which river water pollution is identified as a community problem in
Rasht and offers a general view of residents' awareness level of river
water pollution. Data denoted a moderate to high level of environmen-
tal awareness among residents on the river banks in the study area.
Currently, there are few studies in the literature on residents' environ-
mental awareness in urban areas. It is aspired that this study can trigger
the importance of manifesting environmental awareness to the author-
ities from governmental and non-governmental institutions. Under-
standing residents' concerns is expected to improve policy making
considerations by blending environmental awareness and behaviour
performance to Iranian culture. Increasing public attention has been
brought to bear on the environmental impacts of urban growth in
Rasht due to the continually increasing impact of urban growth and
the limited capacity of waste treatment facilities. Residents' perceptions
depicted in this study provided some basic information for the future
confrontation of urban growth impact on river water pollution in the
area. The positive attitudes of residents towards environmental conser-
vation, the use of proper information sources, and practical training in
the context of extension services can be effective in conserving water
resources in urban areas. Future research over the course of multiple
years would be useful to better understand trends of environmental
awareness in the population and adjust interventions accordingly.
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