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Ideal vs. Non-ideal Theory: A Conceptual Map
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Conclusion

In this article, I have offered an overview of three ‘strands’ of
the so-called debate on ideal and non-ideal theory. My aim in
doing so has been to bring some clarity to this debate, by
separating the different types of questions that might be asked
within it. To be sure, there are clear connections between my
three chosen ‘strands’, some of which are implicit in my
discussion. Still, keeping them separate can help us make
progress in an area where theorists often appear to talk at cross
purposes.
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