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The future of indigenous values: cultural relativism in the face of

economic development
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6.Conclusions: cultural visioning

The cases of indigenous cultural success in safeguarding
distinctive core values against the rising tide of Westernization
are exceptional—perhaps proving the ‘rule’ that, if current trends
continue, indigenous values will not survive very far into the
future. Ceteris paribus, the worldviews of native peoples will
continue to be overwhelmed under the force of Western science
and the peculiar cultural arrogance that has been our inheritance.
Indeed, the relationship between the addictive materialism of
Western society and the role of indigenous groups as victims, fits
the classic psychological model of co-dependence.
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