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The rise of the Internet and its impact on the openness of the justice

system in mainland China: improvements and limitations
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Conclusion

The serious problem of a lack of transparency of the justice system could
undermine public confidence and trust. The Internet has provided an
opportunity for the public to receive more alternative and diverse
information but is also subject to various information controls. The impact
of the development of the Internet thereby is a rather mixed view. China’s
justice system still keeps, or at least attempts to keep, its secrecy feature
when confronted to great information flows on the Internet. China’s
experience with the Internet and openness of the justice system, as studied
11

above, suggests that openness is not necessarily linked to the Internet. It is
hard to take it for granted that the Internet will automatically bring
transparency, and improvement of openness of the justice system is not just
about publishing more information on the Internet but it fundamentally
depends on to what degree the justice system is intended to open.
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