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4.Discussion

To our knowledge, no meta-analysis comparing respiratory fluoro-quinolone monotherapy to ceftriaxone 
combination therapy for com-munity-acquired pneumonia has been published. A total of 1520 patients in 9 
independent studies were identified in this meta-analysis. The results of this meta-analysis indicated that 
ceftriaxone combination therapy was similar to respiratory fluoroquinolone monotherapy, and the drug-
related AEs were fewer in the ceftriaxone combination therapy regimen.

A meta-analysis conducted by Vardakas et al. [28]reportedthatre-spiratory fluoroquinolones were associated with higher 
clinical efficacy than combination therapy was. Similarly, a cohort from Querol-Ribelles JM et al. [29] also reported that 
levofloxacin was superior to the combi-nation of ceftriaxone and clarithromycin in the treatment of commu-nity-acquired 
pneumonia that requires hospitalization. Furthermore, Fan H et al. [30] reported that in the treatment success rates, no 
signifi-cant differences were found between the respiratory fluoroquinolone monotherapy and the β-lactams plus 
macrolides combination therapy based on the data of intention-to-treat (ITT) and per-protocol (PP) anal-yses. Our meta-
analysis demonstrated that the efficacy of ceftriaxone combination therapy was similar to respiratory fluoroquinolone 
mono-therapy for hospitalized CAP patients, with higher treatment success rates based on ITT populations.
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