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Treatment of venous lesions of the lips and perioral area with a

long-pulsed Nd:YAG laser
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Discussion

Superficial venous ectatic lesions are relatively common on
the face and around the mouth, and tend to present most
commonly in middle age. Although the problem is often
one of cosmesis (Figs. 1 and 2), some perioral and intra-
oral examples are so big that they affect function (Fig. 3).
Since they were first described,1 treatment has been ablative
and has included coagulation (infrared or electrocoagula-
tion), cryotherapy, and sclerotherapy. They have had varying
degrees of success, take a long time, and cause discomfort.
Different lasers have also been used such as the carbon diox-
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ide laser,® the diode laser,” or the pulsed dye laser.
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