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5. Conclusion

This paper on policy mixes for sustainability transitions
contributes to the literature on the link between policy and tech-
nological change in two major ways. First, it advocates an extended
concept of the policy mix that takes into account the complexity and
dynamics of real-world policy mixes and provides a uniform ter-
minology applicable across academic disciplines, thereby enabling
interdisciplinary research. Specifically, the concept stresses that a
policy mix goes beyond the combination of interacting instruments
– the instrument mix – but also includes a policy strategy, pol-
icy processes and characteristics. Second, the paper provides an
integrating analytical framework which may aid empirical research
by pointing to previously neglected aspects to be considered in
empirical policy mix studies. Such studies are faced with multiple
analytical challenges, among them the setting of the boundaries for
the considered policy mix and its impact, for which the paper pro-
poses some analytical guidelines. Thereby, the paper aims to pave
the way for increasing our insights on the role of policy mixes for
sustainability transitions.23
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