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Conclusions

Competition in medicine is an important reason for the existence of multiple 
trauma centers and ambulance ser-vices or air medical services in a given area. 
Omaha requires only 1 active trauma center on any given day. The desire of each 
medical center to actively participate in trauma care has been used successfully to 
generate a cooperative model. This system not only has the economic advantage of 
divid-ing the number of days of trauma care and the sharing of various staff 
members among the 2 facilities but also the quality control advantage of oversight 
by otherwise separate entities. We believe that our model of trauma care could be 
used by others to defray the cost of trauma care and de-crease trauma center 
closure. It would appear to be espe-cially well suited for other moderate-sized cities 
with higher blunt trauma penetrance.
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