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A new research agenda

Notwithstanding the reservations noted so far in this paper, the conviction 
that assess-ment exerts a strong, even determinative, influence on our 
students’ learning contin-ues to be widely maintained in higher 
education literature. Clearly, the empirical research outlined here 
provides only highly qualified support for this claim. Of course, this is not 
to say that the claim is not true, simply that the evidence cited in its support 
is far from unequivocal. The limitations of the research and the contrasts 
between the higher education contexts of the 1950s–1970s and the late 
2000s in which we now teach and our students learn suggest that a 
renewed research effort is in order.
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