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SUMMARY

There are multiple risk factors for the development of persistent postsurgical pain.
However, the incidence of neurosensory deficits after dental implant placement is
relatively low. Many factors probably contribute to the development of a neurosensory
deficit, including variations in implant techniques, the operator’s skill, the proximity to
the nerve canal, and even the psychological status of patient. In addition, some
studies suggest that certain patients may be genetically more susceptible to neuro-
sensory changes after nerve injury.52,53

It is also important to realize that published studies of neurosensory deficits have not
always separated painful conditions from nonpainful alterations. Although all neurosen-
sory deficits have a negative impact on the patient, persistent neuropathic pain disor-
ders are likely to have the greatest effect on quality of life. The dentist must focus on
these conditions and determine how to minimize these adverse consequences.
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