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The Shapiro Wilk Test was used to check the assumption of normality of the variables. The Anova statistical 
test was used for the comparison of continuous variables in the three groups applying the Student-Newman-Keuls 
correction, while the χ² test was used for categorical variables. The adjustments for the co-variables (age, systolic 
blood pressure, estimated glomerular filtration rate and pulse pressure) were performed applying the Ancova 
statistical test with Bonferroni correction; each variable was separately analyzed and not included in a model and 
each comparison was individually adjusted for each co-variable. All statistical comparisons were performed using 
2-tailed significance tests, with p < 0.05 considered statistically significant. MedCalc Statistical Software (version 
17.1, Ostend, Belgium) was used for all analyses.

In addition to AIx, PWV, RAD, RVD and AVR, further data collection for the study included demographic 
characteristics (age, gender, known duration of hypertension, smoking habits, weight, height, BMI calculation, 
aortic blood pressure) and laboratory testing (glycemia, serum potassium level, creatinine, plasma aldosterone, 
and the plasma aldosterone/plasma renin activity ratio (PA/PRA)).
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