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A BRIEF SKETCH OF SOME CASES AND EXAMPLES 

Almost all the concepts used in the philosophy of science appear in one form or another 

in most scientific activities.  In some cases, some aspects appear more conspicuously, but since 

the concepts are universal there are ways in which they can be used to describe all instances of 

scientific pursuit.  Thus any case study or example can be used as a vehicle to bring up 

discussion of the concepts in philosophy of science. 

The idea in both these sets of cases sketched below is to show students that science is 

not an isolated learning experience.  The concepts and ideas, both substantive and 

methodological, used in one domain must be applied in other domains.  Also, pedagogically, 

these examples and cases allow for the students to engage in various active forms of research 

and become involved in doing science.  Then they should be encouraged to think about what 

they are doing, which is as I said when I began, the goal of philosophy of science. 
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