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Green symphonies: a call for studies on acoustic communication

in plants
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CONCLUDING REMARKS

For over 100 years, scientists disbelieved the data that showed
that bats could orient using sound; it was this scientific disbe-
lief that hampered the discovery of laryngeal echolocation in
these animals (Teeling 2009). Today, not only the use of ultra-
sounds by bats epitomizes the concept of echolocation and
biosonar in nature, but further investigation using playback
experiments has also demonstrated the utility of such ultra-
sonic signals as social calls for bats to communicate with con-
specifics (Jones 2008). The current lack of studies on plants
and sound prevents drawing any firm conclusions on the
potential bioacoustics abilities of these organisms at this stage
(but see Gagliano, Mancuso, et al. 2012; Gagliano, Renton,
et al. 2012).
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