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4. Discussion

The purpose of this investigation was to examine how family in-
teractions can provide a context for elementary school-age children 
with intellectual disability and learning disabilities to develop social 
interaction skills that might help them relate effectively with peers. As 
expected, the children with disabilities had more difficulty with family 
problem solving than same age peers without disabilities. The children 
with intellectual disability tended to use fewer problem solving skills 
and were less engaged in the interactions, and the children with 
learning disabilities were relatively negative. Regardless of disability 
status, however, the mothers' behaviors appeared to facilitate compe-
tent child behaviors. Notably, the mothers' positive problem solving, 
critical statements, and active listening were associated with more ac-
tive and involved problem solving by the children, whereas the mo-
thers' directiveness was associated with less problem solving and in-
volvement by the children
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