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5. Short discussion and conclusions

Considering the most important factors which cause the present
conditions of sensitivity to drought being in place in the study region,
there was a demand to conduct a reliable DSM for vegetation cover. The
reliability of DSM depends not only on the presence of concise and
representative database, in terms of data scale and accuracy, but also on
the selection of the appropriate DIs for and drought identification and
severity evaluation. Regardless of data scale and accuracy, the present
study aimed to explore DSM of Kermanshah by using both climatic and
satellite-based DI which were used to confirm mild and severe drought
occurrence and resultant vegetation loss. Further, an objective classi-
fication scheme along with four different drought-related geo-data
layers were used in order to produce a reliable DSM.
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