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Summary
This paper has identified the various accounts of the nature of theory and knowledge
offered by scholars holding very different views of philosophy of science. It
has also shown how these accounts have spurred a great deal of debate about how
theorising about educational administration should be approached. Generally, in
comparison with its three main theoretical rivals, naturalistic coherentism has
offered the most satisfactory philosophical theory base, as a fresh approach with
broad practical applicability as well as providing more inclusive theoretical scope
than the other theories in the field.
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