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Conclusions
In our preliminary study, third-grade Class A public hos-pitals in Beijing (2006–2009) 
experienced rapid growth rates in TFP, which mainly resulted from substantial 
technological progress, while technical efficiency repre-sented by pure technical efficiency 
and scale efficiency had a slight decline or stagnation. Both government and hospitals need 
significant reforms and transitions to im-prove technological progress, technical efficiency and 
al-locative efficiency to further increase growth rates of efficiency and productivity of public 
hospitals.
In our study, two improvements have been made in the methodology compared with most Chinese 
researchers in efficiency and productivity measurement of Chinese hos-pitals. The first is that 
inflation effect was excluded from monetary variables. The second is that ratio indicators and 
monetary variables were not used together with volume variables in DEA. However, due to 
limitations of our pre-liminary study, more empirical studies are needed to in-clude more hospitals 
of all grades and more alternative methods are encouraged to be used for robustness checks.
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