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5. Conclusion

This commentary has drawn attention to the way in which the 
European Food Safety Authority presents an inconsistent position on 
the environmental protection goals it uses to define and shape the pro-
cess of assessing the environmental risks posed by GMOs. Despite this 
inconsistency, the commentary has argued that there is an increasing 
trend for biodiversity conservation to be approached from within an 
ecosystem services frame and that this sidelines the view of biodiversity 
having intrinsic value. Furthermore, the commentary has shown how 
within the GMO panel of EFSA, ecosystem services are consistently 
narrowed to exclude cultural services and has shown how this fails to 
recognize the particular cultural significance of agroecosystems and 
works to marginalize public participation in decision-making. Arguing 
that all of these factors are only working to amplify rather than resolve 
the entrenched debate in Europe over the cultivation of GMOs, the com-
mentary concluded by suggesting that there is a need to overcome the 
perceived boundary between nature and culture in the regulation of 
GMOs. 
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