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Parental Care in Fishes
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Future Research Directions
and Conclusions

This article makes two main points. First, nowhere in the
animal kingdom is the diversity of parental-care habits
greater than among fishes. This diversity has meant that
fishes will continue as extremely useful model organisms
for clarifying our theoretical understanding of the evolu-
tonary origins of parental care (e, who cares?) and
revealing key factors influencing the adaptive amount of
care (ie., how much to care?). The idea of reproductive
trade-offs (the costs and benefits of care) has provided a
rich theoretical test bed for exploring the evolution of
parental care in fishes. This approach has moved paren-
tal-care research from a descriptive qualitative science
into a strongly quantitative predictive one.
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