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Information Communication Technology (ICT) use among
PLHIV in China: A promising but underutilized

venue for HIV prevention and care
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4. Discussion

The purpose of this study was to examine the current use of ICT and
the potential of embedding ICT in health management among PLHIV in
China. We found significant gender differences in patterns of ICT use.
Female participants were more likely and frequently to use an ICT than
male participants. Further analysis showed that gender, age, education,
employment, occupation, marital status, income, residence, duration of
diagnosis of HIV, infections, coinfections and CD4 were closely

associated with the participants’ frequency of using a computer. Results
also indicated that demographic features together with coinfection
endorse a strong influence on participants’ intention of using a sup-
porting website, but there was not much of an influence on their will-
ingness to participate in an online HIV prevention program. Education,
occupation, residence and duration of diagnosis showed strong corre-
lations with ICT use behavior.
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