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When Do Humans Spontaneously Adopt Another’s

Visuospatial Perspective?
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General Discussion

The aim of this study was to investigate the underlying factors
as well as boundary conditions that could lead to the spontaneous
adoption of another person’s VSP during social interactions. In a
nutshell, we found that, throughout the course of five experiments,
participants reliably adopted the VSP of a coacting confederate
who sat in a 90° angle to the participants, as long as he was
perceived as an intentionally acting agent.

More specifically, while performing an orthogonally arranged
SR task (i.e., stimuli appeared vertically, while responses were
given laterally), participants reliably showed a compatibility effect
that corresponded to the confederate’s visuospatial perspective.
For example, if the confederate sat to the right of the participants,
they were significantly faster to respond to an “up-right, down-
left” mapping, compared with “up-left, down-right” and vice versa
if the confederate sat to the left of the participants (Experiment 1).
As the confederate performed a congruent SR task (that is, re-
sponding to a left stimulus with a left button press and vice versa)
in close proximity to the participant in Experiment 1, we then
investigated whether perceiving the confederate acting constituted
a boundary condition for the effect to occur.
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