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V. Conclusion

In this paper, we introduced the field of network
processors by first presenting a description of what net-
work processors are. Subsequently, we described the
general, functional, and implementation requirements
to such processors must meet. Afterwards, a brief sur-
vey of design approaches was discussed in conjunction
with a summary of commercially available network
processors. Second, we described in detail benchmark-
ing approaches and presented several instances of such
benchmarks. This was followed by survey of exist-
ing network processor(-related) simulators. Finally, we
presented an overview of several challenges and identi-
fied many trends that we are witnessing nowand that
continue in the near future.
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