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DISCUSSION 

The need is obvious for a quick and safe guide to direct 

the tough decision of treatment or no treatment of a 

neonate with vague symptoms, which could be due to 

sepsis. It is of greatest importance for the result to catch 

the earliest possible deviation from normal in any 

laboratory parameter used for this purpose. Throughout 

the previous few years many authors have reportable the 

utility total neutrophil count or total band neutrophi1 

count in this respect. 10,14,15 In the present study neither 

total neutrophil count nor band neutrophil count was 

comparable to CRP in the early detection of infection. 

Moreover, there have been massive numbers of false-

positives with total neutrophil counts and of false-

negatives with band neutrophil count. 
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