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Palliative Nursing Care in the Future
In addition to the many patients who have noncancer diseases, the

American Society of Clinical Oncology predicted an 81% increase in
those living with or surviving cancer by 2020. They also report that there
will be a shortage of primary care physicians as well as nurses.19,20 As
palliative care (cancer and noncancer) expands into further medical
specialties, such as geriatrics, and increasingly becomes necessary for
vulnerable populations, such as those in nontraditional settings, such as
prisons, psychiatric care facilities, and homes for the disabled, there will
be a significant need for palliative care oncology APNs.10
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