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4. Discussion

The present communication is to the best of our knowledge the
first study into the role of comorbidity on the course of HRQoL during
treatment of DFUs. We show, in accordance with previous investiga-
tions,7,12,13 that HRQoL improved in all domains in patients with a
DFU in whom the ulcer healed, but also that non-healing was not
associated with a further decline of the already poor HRQoL. The data
indicate that, although the presence of comorbidity is associated with
a poor HRQoL at baseline, these comorbidities did not influence
negatively the course of HRQoL. In contrast, the presence of certain
comorbidities was actually associated with a larger improvement in
HRQoL during the treatment period, notably in ulcers that took longer
time to heal or did not heal within the one-year follow-up.
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